
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,
This is a contracted prayer letter of the last year:

You are the light of the world (Mt 5:14)

A couple of years ago, I bought another one instead of my
rickety cell phone. The (then) new device also features a pow-

erful l ight source, so, beyond phoning, it can be used as a flashlight (I
know it's not a big deal, it is in a lot of devices). As a result, I have no need
to take a separate lamp with me on my various journeys ever since. It
happened several times that we had to go through some dark places with
others. I t was obvious that I had to help with the light source in my pocket.
I thought of this tiny moment when I was thinking about the lines at the begin-
ning of the circular. If I have light, I owe to light in the darkness – to myself, to
others as well! "I oweN – says Paul, I owe with the gospel, with the word of
God. And the Scripture itself compares the word itself several times to light and a
source of light. Here are three questions for me:
Have I got light as a Christian man? In spiritual sense, do I see more than
those who not following Christ live their lives by not following the Bible? Do I see
why people's lives are being destroyed, do I see where wickedness leads – both
at individual and community level? Do I see that the person, the ransom of Christ
is still a valid and effective solution today?
Can others see in my life that – from the
grace of God – I can see more? That
I avoid traps, my life is transparent
without lurking intentions and
thoughts? Does it give light?
And if I can see and live all
this, do I tell on? Will I light to
others with the "lantern" I
got? Do I help the others that
they may not be wrong, may not fall? Of course, that’s another question, whether
the offered help (the light) they accepted or not! However:

Light is responsibility!
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Workers’ weekend retreat
At the end of February, we gathered again
with EMO staff for a weekend retreat – at
least with a good part of them. After Friday's
arrival and dinner, the program was a piety
and a short introduction. Saturday morning
was filled with a lecture. János Cs. Nagy
reformed pastor gave a look around the re-
lationship of the believer and the verb, as
well as the Scripture. Here are some of the
questions touched: Communication with

God – how does it work? When and how much do we read? The Scripture –
What is it for and what is it not? Does the word read inform or form? Bible
reading and Bible study – Is there a difference? What should I do if I don't un-
derstand? In the afternoon, we gathered for a social occasion, where everyone
could bring some kind of “spiritual treasure”: testimony, read poems, book ex-
tracts, songs. In this way we were together for almost three hours, but it wasn't
the least tiring or boring! On Sunday we took part in the Reformed worship –
where Zsuzsa Katona preached the word, who participated in the EMO several
times. Afterwards, the delicious lunch ended the togetherness. The location
was a special gift: the Evangelical building of the Lutheran Cantor Training
Centre, where there is harmonium or organ in almost every room, and where
music was almost constant. The training of the participants of the cantor's win-
ter course and the rehearsals of the Mandák Choir provided for this.

There is great gratitude in our hearts for the opportunity of the broth-
erly community, the time spent together – at al l , that we have there
are brothers and sisters, col leagues.

Reports
The scattered part of the Hajós-Császártöltés Re-
formed Church is Érsekhalma, who called us in the
spring. We arrived six of EMO on Friday, but we
started off on a cold morning on Saturday morning.
Nevertheless, we were able to move forward and we
arrived at every home in the early afternoon. For the
first time on Easter Sunday, there will be Reformed
Worship at Érsekhalma, and we have invited
everyone to that. Thanks for the non-everyday hos-
pitality of the locals!
At the beginning of October we were originally pre-
pared for Hajós in the same congregation, but in On the streets of Császártöltés
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comparison with the number of staff and the size of the settlements, we decided
to look for people living at the slightly smaller Császártöltés. Yet we got help
now, six came from Transcarpathia! During the visits we invited to the evange-
lization of the autumn, of which two nights were held at Hajós and the other two
at Császártöltés. On Friday afternoon and Saturday, we were on duty all day, so
we were delighted in stating that Saturday we went everywhere! After the report,
we were able to give thanks with our servants from Hungary and Transcarpathia.
On Sunday we took part in the local worship before we set off. A week or so late,
at the evangelistic occasions, double the number of the usual worship, 25-30
people partake. Thank you for the hospitality and prayer of the churches, of those
offering accommodation, food and of the pastor Szabolcs Papp. SzP

Whenever I recall that, I always remember the
days spent in Nyírmeggyes with gratitude. Just in
the headlines, why we were and are grateful: the
true brotherhood of the church acquainted, the faith
of the local brothers, the devotion, the sincerity, the
thoroughness of the pastor, the hospitality of the
hosts, the many honest conversations at the gates
and in the homes. Together with flyers we also in-
vited a series of evangelisation, where Nyír-
meggyes in a large number came to. May our Lord

be blessed for all that he did, and we believe he will continue in the souls. SzP

We continued this year before Pentecost, and - with a grateful heart we can say
- we finished the walkabout of the area of the Reformed Church of Újpest-Bel-
sőváros, which we started in 201 6. It was a particularly great grace of God that
we had completed it in a relatively little time with EMO volunteers and local broth-
ers! NowAgain we could experience of getting into almost every block-of-flats.
We met a desperate but open mother and her disabled son. Although the mother
did not ask for help, but maybe it would be good to visit them. Maybe some could
help them somehow ... An old Catholic woman is
struggling with many – mostly health – problems.
Lonely, resentful to God because of her old age,
she wants to die. But what about her in eternity?
As before, we now invited the local residents to
an evangelization series. Unfortunately, there we-
re few new participants for the meetings. SSz

On May 11 th, we went to Sükösd with a small
team of EMO. The Reformed people in Sükösd is
pastored by the Reformed Pastor of Érsekcsanád,
the neighbour village, We were prepared to work
with devotion and prayer, and by five in the evening,

Personal witness of an EHC
volunteer in Nyírmeggyes

Old man in Sükösd

3



five of us visited three streets in Sükösd. Most of the work was done on Saturday,
with six brothers from Transcarpathia providing significant help. I had to travel
home on Saturday night because of another service, but I'm grateful to have
been at least on Friday and Saturday at the EMO service in Sükösd.
In Sükösd, there are far fewer Reformed people than Catholics. Mostly, people
welcomed our visit to their doors with their hearts openly, irrespective of their
denomination or the practice or non-practicing of some kind of faith. Few cate-
gorical refusals were found, and usually they were not rude. At several gates,
especially the elderly, welcomed us with pleasure, and glad to have the oppor-
tunity to talk to someone. They opened by our questions and share their joy and
sorrow as well. A poultry farmer called us in his house, showed his business,
then invited us to his home, and he served us with a cool drink in the warm
weather. Generally, the flyers were also taken over, and they were also happy to
receive special publications for children or the elderly. All in all, I have had nice,
good impressions of the people of Sükösd, the pastor, the family and his church.
The starting sermon, with wich we were sent to distribute the flyers, left a deep
trace in me. Especially the verse read in Jeremiah 1 5:1 9 "Ifyou repent, I allowyou
to come to my service. If you speak valuable things instead of worthless ones,
you can be my spokesman. They have to turn to you, not you to them."Since my
speech has been a much-watched war field to stand in the service of the Lord. I
see the Lord struggles for me that that precious things, thoughts, words, deeds
may overcome worthless things.In the service of EMO, I have the personal con-
viction that I have to pass on the same saving love to all people that the Lord has
saved me from the lost. Aladár Fáy

On a nice day of May we set off to a mission journey again. The invitation with
the gospel happened on Kistelek in county Csongrád. Right now the reformed
community is a diaspora of the Reformed Church of Újszeged, but in due time

they wish to become independent and also
planning to build a church. At this time they in-
vited the town’s residents to a community af-
ternoon, and asked the help of EHC in it.
The EHC co-workers arrived for the task sup-
plemented with brothers from Transcarpathia.
The members of the Újszeged Church (old and
young alike) actively participated in the out-
reach as well. Some let us in their own home,
where more intimate talk could take place and
some people realised their misled life at their
fence. Some resist-ed us hardly. The Script
tells us that the Lord calls everyone two-three
times. If only we would’ve been the first! Sadly
the Bible is only collecting dust on the shelves

4



of many elderly people. We encouraged them, tel l ing them that it’s never too
late to take it out and start reading it. Because that’s how we can under-
stand that our relationship is unsettled with God and also with our fel low
humans. But also there stands written how it could and can be restored.
What was really instructive for me how great a gift a zealous prayer is, for
spiritual leaders, seekers and refusers – and also for ourselves, to have the
right word given in our mouth when we share the Word, and also that the
l istener’s heart open to the faith in Jesus Christ.
Thanks to the generous bestowal of the local brothers we did not lack
anything, and besides the physical caring it also made us happy as a sign
of brotherly love. I t was a blessed brotherly occasion. I would l ike to share
two verses of a song we learned from the TransCarpathians.

In August we visited Kölked, in
county Baranya, where we joined
a reformed music week with some
of our volunteers. We called for a
musical service in the evening of
the 1 8th. The young members of
the camp also helped there. It was
a great experience to see most of
the young people join in in the half
day long outreach. We visited ev-

ery home in pairs and by nightfall we managed to finish with every street. A joint
service is joyful for multiple reasons. It was good for the EHC co-workers to serve
together with new, young brothers. For the younger ones (hopefully) the routine
and faith of the veteran volunteers was also a blessing, and the opportunity to
meet with the locals and have a spontaneous discussion too. We also hope that
some of the camp-members will join us in future EHC actions. May God bless the
residents of the village through the distributed materials and the testimonies.
In this August we had the chance to visit Orosháza again, continuing a mission
started in 201 6. The host was the local evangelical church once again. We were
happy, that the TransCarpathian brothers aided us in the one week work, often
in great summer heat. We carried on the outreach in the north part of the city,
this time calling everyone to the Sunday service and an exhibition by a Trans-
Carpathian brother titled „Biblical logos”. The young graphic attended the Sun-
day service to talk about his life and work. Sadly most of the attendants were

My home is in the sky, a city
My good Father there awaits me
I squandered all my life
What’ l l happen to me when I die?
(. . . )

Jesus loves you, come sinner swift
Your salvation he achieved
Jesus the door, Jesus the way
In him who believes, to heaven attain

(László Horkay ret. bishop)

5



the regular members of the church. During the
week (thanks to God) we managed to visit the so
called Rákóczi telep, finishing the residential areas
of Orosháza. There’s still a holiday area and a big-
ger outskirt left thou. May God guide us forward to
see how the Gospel can reach this parts.
Szakoly By the mercy of God, we had the op-
portunity to call people to the Lord between the
28th and 30th of September in the vil lage of
Szakoly. We arrived at the vicarage together with
two female and four male brethren from Trans-
Carpathia, and were received cordially by the local
pastor, Zsolt Baracsi, and his wife, Márta Tárnok.
Next morning, after a quiet moment with each other
and the Lord, we formed eight pairs with members of the local church and start-
ed out to distribute invitations to a series of evangelical events. We managed to
deliver the invitations and tracts, but in some places, we could only put them in
the letter box. When we visited the inhabitants of the village, we didn’t avoid
Roma people. Some people were happy to listen to and talk to us and promi-
sed to attend the events. Two members of the local church honoured the com-
mandment of the Lord (in Mark 9) by inviting us in, asking us to take a seat and
offering us fresh water and soft drinks. In one house, we also had a short con-
versation. An elderly lady thought back on the good old days and said, almost
as if she was complaining and asking God: ”Where have the believers gone?”
When she was young, the church was full of people. There were a lot of chil-
dren at church, and the men sang so dynamically that the windows almost vi-
brated. Where have the believers of Szakoly gone? We thought about this, too.
Only God knows the answer to this question. God also led us to two elderly fe-
male brethren that day, and we prayed with them. We believe that our heavenly
Father will bless what we have sown and that our outreach programme was not
in vain. We believe that several people will attend our evangelical events. This
was what we prayed for after our programme, when we shared our experi-
ences with each other. Since then, we’ve been informed that between 30 and
40 people attended the evening services. Finally, thanks and praise to God that
we could serve Him in mild weather. Zoltán Szabó

Méhtelek-Garbolc-Nagyhódos-Kishódos By the mercy of God, eager co-
workers of EHC arrived at the villages of Méhtelek, Garbolc, Nagyhódos and Kis-
hódos in Szatmár county, in the Northern Great Plain region of eastern Hungary,
at the end of October. Volunteers and others from EHC were prepared to share
the gospel and distribute tracts and leaflets in order to invite the inhabitants of
these villages to an upcoming series of evangelical events. The co-workers of
EHC wished to give their testimonies of their Saviour personally. Eight EHC-vol-

Home to home in Szakoly
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unteers, together with a couple
of members of local churches,
delivered the gospel to 459
homes on Saturday. At the
Sunday service at Méhtelek,
Péter Sztanó presented the ac-
tivities of EHC, and Mrs. Ildikó
Vincze told those present about
how Christ wonderfully had kept
and protected her through a
period of trials. We didn’t sow

the seed and serve the local communities in vain. The week after that, the church
was filled at our evangelical events, and the people of the Lord in Szatmár county
listened gladly to the blessed testimonies of Mrs. Szilvia Kereszti-Szemán, pastor
Péter Bodnár and his wife, pastor Mária. Every evening, approx. 1 00 people gath-
ered to receive the Lord’s message to us. We ask the Lord to bless abundantly
every co-worker of EHC, their life and their service. Pastor Dávid Kálmán

We are grateful for these opportunities and our outreach programme.
Blessed be the Lord because He has a message for our people. Let us
thank Him for volunteers from both Hungary and Transcarpathia. Let us
pray for the people and families we talked to, that they may take a step
towards the Lord. Let us intercede for local churches and pastors. Let
us ask God for volunteers who can serve with EHC.

Transcarpathia
By the grace of God, this year, we’ve already had three chances to work at
Transcarpathia: at Kígyós, Szernye and Izsnyéte. I quote the pastor of Kí-
gyós: ”On March 3rd, EMOK (EHC in Transcarpathia) visited the Calvinist
Diocese of Kígyós for the second time. The purpose of their visit was the
same as two years ago. On the one hand, they distributed invitations to a
series of evangelical events to every home. On the other hand, through
their testimonies, they highl ighted the beauty of l ife in Christ. Neither the
March snowfall, nor the unusually cold weather could prevent local co-workers
or volunteers from EHC. After 9 a.m. , our day began by learning songs,
which was fol lowed by a short service based on 2 Timothy 4:5. After an ori-
entation, we introduced ourselves, and then we started out to visit and talk
to famil ies in the vil lage, just l ike the disciples of Jesus did. We had a lot of
meaningful conversations and shared our testimonies, which were blessed
by the Lord. Praise the Lord for al l of this. ” Pastor Gusztáv Iván

In 201 4, EHC bought a 21 -year old minibus for our work in Transcarpathia.
Unfortunately, there were so many technical problems with the vehicle that we
thought it best to sell it last autumn. This means that at present, we have seri-
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ous difficulties serving at Transcarpathia. We ask our brethren to pray for a new
vehicle, so that we may continue our activities in the region without disruption.

We’re looking for EHC co-workers …
N above all to help us in our outreach pro-
grammes. EHC has been able to function for
the past 26 years because there have been
and, thanks to God, there still are people
who travel, give their testimonies and call
others to Jesus. However, our numbers have
decreased, and more and more of those who
are still active are getting tired. We really need true believers who can take on
the task of calling and sharing their testimonies.
When Jesus says that the workers are few, he encourages his disciples to
pray: ”Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers N” This is also what
we ask the readers of our newsletter to do. Let us pray for workers together.
Back then, the disciples who prayed became the first workers that were
sent to the harvest. We believe that our Lord wil l also send workers now,
maybe some of those who are reading these lines.
I f you are not sure whether you could take on or do this kind of service, we
would l ike to encourage you to come once, see it for yourself and try it.
Besides participating in our outreach programmes, we also need help, above
all from young people, to update the EHC website and our website on Face-
book. The most important task is to reorganise our old website, valamikell.hu.
This is something that we haven’t got round to in a long time. We ask you all
to pray for co-workers, brethren who can commit themselves to serving the
Lord by going from home to home.

Easter card project
This year, we took the opportunity offered by the international EHC, and tried a
new programme. We drew and printed an Easter card, which also contains a
short message from the Bible. We offered the card to churches and left space
at the back so that the churches could show their contact details and the time

of their usual and special services. We asked 58 churches
whether they would like to receive a copy of the card, and 24
of them gratefully accepted it. This means that the card will
reach approximately thirty thousand homes, as an Easter
greeting from at least one local Christian community.
We are glad that many families will read the Easter gospel this
way. Let us intercede for the groups and individuals that the
cards will reach, and for the holiday services of the churches.
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EHC calendar
EHC not only continues to witness
about Jesus and call people to Him,
but has also helped the missionary
activities of congregations and be-
lievers by making a calendar for 201 9.
Our purpose is not to add yet another
one to the already broad selection of
Christian calendars, but to make it available to believers so that they
can give it as a gift to their friends, relatives and colleagues who are not followers
of Christ yet. We also hope that churches will give the calendar away to individu-
als who have shown interest in the gospel and in church activities.
Based on previous enquiries, we had the calendar made in 11 ´000 copies.
When it is folded out, it is in size A3 and can be hung on the wall. It consists of
a page for every month with a picture, a verse from the Bible and short reflec-
tions, ”unusual thoughts” by Mrs. Gyöngyi Bálint. These thoughts are based on
well-known Hungarian proverbs, and lead the reader to the truths of the Bible,
the gospel and Jesus Christ.
Similarly to all EHC publications, this one doesn’t have a price, either. If you
would like to send us a donation, you are welcome to do so, and we thank
you gratefully. We ask everyone to use the calendar for the purpose we have
in mind. Although we hope that a lot of people will l ike it, we ask our brethren
expressly not to take one for themselves, but to pass it on to others.

We are grateful that we could have this calendar made. We pray that
believers will pass it on and those who receive it wil l hang it on the
wall and read it. We pray that many of its readers will start to seek
Christ on the basis of what they have read.

At the end of this compressed and therefore, rather longish newsletter, let me
share the message from the page of the EHC missionary calendar for December:

”The long and the short of it is &”

Long debates, deep or superficial conversations need to be closed somehow.
Someone has to say the conclusion: one word or one short sentence, which at
the same time also means a new beginning. Did you know that we say 1 5 000
words on average every day? How do we end our days after such a profusion
of words? Do we regret the words we shouldn’t have said, or are we sad be-
cause of those we haven’t said although they would have been important?
How do we usually close our days and the passing year? We need balm for
the pain of what’s gone forever and of what we can’t take back. If we busy
ourselves with preparing for the holidays, that’s not medicine, only treatment
of the symptoms.
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I recall part of an old popular song every time I hear the expression above. This
line teaches us to close both periods and situations. The line reads as follows:
”The long and the short of it is that I have come to love you.” Obviously, this is
about a relationship between two people, but I usually think of something else. It
reflects my relationship with God. I believe that no matter what has happened
and will happen, God uses everything so that I will get to know Him better. A di-
rect consequence of this is that I will come to love Him even more. It is worth
thinking back on the passing year and asking: What have I found out about God
because of what I have been through? What did He protect me from, how did
He help me, and, if He left me in an embarrassing situation, why did He do that?
The purpose of our whole life is to get to know and come to love our Creator and
Saviour, and to see God’s mercy for us as greater and greater. His goodwill for us
is present. We can live by it and encourage each other with it, as it is done at the
end of the New Testament: ”The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”
(Rev 22:21) When God calls us, we can ask Him to reign over our life, so that these
really important words will be born in us: I have come to love you. The Word ofGod
is (both at the end of the Old Testament and at the beginning of the New Testament)
the stamp of His love for mankind: Immanuel, God with us. This is the miracle of
Christmas, the secret of peaceful preparation for the future. Mrs. Gyöngyi Bálint

EHC worldwide (only few prayer requests)

CROATIA Supplied with EHC gospel leaflets, the small Christian community in the
city of Dubrovnik continues to invest in systematic evangelization. Close to this tourist
center, at the edge of the sea, a multitude of islands and islets are methodically being
visited. Just a year ago, a Christ Group was formed on the peninsula of Peljesac.
"There are very few responses, but Christians are not giving up”, says Natko Spicak.
An educational program has been set up on the peninsula. Pray for this Christ Group
to mature and multiply. The vast majority of Croatians claim to be Catholic.
CONGO Dem. Rep. The territory of Rutshuru is one of the regions of North Kivu pro-
vince where insecurity has catastrophic consequences for the population. Ambus-
hes, kidnappings, machete killings ... terrorize people. Violence is endemic as in most
eastern territories, where there are about 1 00 armed groups. In this high-risk area,
evangelistic campaigns continue. In September, EHC brought together churches in
Baturande district that were keen to start an outreach effort. The big challenge is to
train and equip Christians. Pray for their safety and a return to lasting peace.

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

John 17:3
www.emoalapitvany.hu




